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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . K| This communication is responsive to the decision by the Borad of Patent Appeals and Interferences dated January 26, 2009. . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-11,13-23 and 25-44 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) DAN b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. Q Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. £3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. £3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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Examiner, Art Unit 3695 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3695 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1. Claims 1-11, 13-23 and 25-44 are pending. Claims 1,13, 25, 26, 31 and 38 are 
amended by examiner's amendment in this paper. Claims 1-11, 13-23 and 25-44 are 
allowed in this Office Action. 

Examiner's Amendment 

2. Claims 1 , 3, 8, 1 0, 1 1 , 1 3, 25, 26, 27, 30, 31 , 36, 38 and 42 are amended with 
agreement by Applicant's approval. The examiner's amendments are underlined. 
Claims 1 , 3, 8, 1 0, 1 1 , 1 3, 25, 26, 27, 30, 31 , 36, 38 and 42 now read as follows: 

1 . A computer-implemented marketplace for providing one or more financial 
transaction services to participants in connection with commercial transactions involving 
the participants, comprising: 

a database containing data executed by a computer processor containing: 
registration information for one or more types of transactions available to participants 
through the marketplace; 

participation criteria for each participant specifying one or more types of transactions in 
which the participant is willing to participate in association with the marketplace, each 
participant being pre-qualified to enter into the one or more types of transactions 
specified in the participation criteria for the participant; and 

one or more processes each configured to provide an associated financial transaction 
service for one or more participants in connection with ongoing transactions involving 
the participants; 

the marketplace operated through the computer processor to: 
initiate a selected process in response to a specified event associated with an ongoing 
transaction, according to the registration information and participation criteria, to provide 
a corresponding financial transaction service to at least one participant involved in the 
ongoing transaction; and 

monitor activities of the at least one participant in the ongoing transaction to assess 
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whether the participant should continue to be pre-qualified to participate in transactions 
of the same type as the ongoing transaction. 

3. The marketplace of Claim 1 , wherein at least some of the registration information 
comprises a payment point, the marketplace further operated to generate payment 
instructions for communication to a participant in response to a transaction reaching the 
payment point. 

8. The marketplace of Claim 1 , wherein the initiated process is configured to initiate a 
transfer of funds on behalf of the participant. 

10. The marketplace of Claim 8, wherein the initiated process is configured to generate 
information for communication to one or more enterprise resource planning (ERP) 
systems associated with the participant. 

1 1 . The marketplace of Claim 1 , wherein at least one of the processes is a participant 
qualification process configured to determine the acceptability of the participant and of 
one or more financial agents: 

from which the participant may select; and 

from or to which funds may be transferred on behalf of the participant. 

13. A method operating on one or more computers for providing one or more financial 
transaction services to participants in connection with commercial transactions involving 
the participants, comprising: 

storing registration information for one or more types of transactions available to 
participants through a computer-implemented marketplace; 

storing participation criteria for each participant which specifies one or more types of 
transactions in which the participant is willing to participate in association with the 
marketplace, each participant being pre-qualified by the one or more computers to enter 
into the one or more types of transactions specified in the participation criteria for the 
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participant; 

providing one or more processes each configured to provide an associated financial 
transaction service for one or more participants in connection with ongoing transactions 
involving the participants; 

using the marketplace to initiate a selected process in response to a specified event 
associated with an ongoing transaction, according to the registration information and 
participation criteria, to provide a corresponding financial transaction service to at least 
one participant involved in the ongoing transaction; and 

monitoring by the one or more computers activities of the at least one participant in the 
ongoing transaction to assess whether the participant should continue to be pre- 
qualified to participate in transactions of the same type as the ongoing transaction. 

25. A system operating on one or more computers for providing one or more financial 
transaction services to participants in connection with commercial transactions involving 
the participants, comprising: 
one or more computers; 

means for storing registration information for one or more types of transactions available 
to participants through a computer-implemented marketplace; 

means for storing participation criteria for each participant which specifies one or more 
types of transactions in which the participant is willing to participate in association with 
the marketplace, each participant being pre-qualified to enter into the one or more types 
of transactions specified in the participation criteria for the participant; 
means for providing on or more processes each configured to provide an associated 
financial transaction service for one or more participants in connection with ongoing 
transactions involving the participants; 

means for initiating a selected process in response to a specified event associated with 
an ongoing transaction, according to the registration information and participation 
criteria, to provide a corresponding financial transaction service to at least one 
participant involved in the ongoing transaction; and 

means for monitoring activities of the at least one participant in the ongoing transaction 
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to assess whether the participant should continue to be pre-qualified to participate in 
transactions of the same type as the ongoing transaction. 

26. Software operating at a computer-implemented marketplace for settling a 
commercial transaction between a buyer and a seller, the software being embodied in a 
computer-readable medium containing instructions which when executed by one or 
more computers is configured to: 

receive an order for at least one item from the buyer, the buyer being associated with 
stored participation criteria accessible to the marketplace that specifies one or more 
types of transactions in which the buyer is willing to participate in association with the 
marketplace, the participation criteria indicating that the buyer is willing to participate in 
purchase transactions, the buyer being pre-qualified to enter into the one or more types 
of transactions specified in the participation criteria for the buyer, the order received 
from the buyer initiating a purchase transaction; 

communicate the order to the seller for fulfillment of the order; receive notification from 
the seller in response to shipping of the item; receive notification from the buyer in 
response to acceptance of the item; 

communicate payment instructions to at least one financial agent associated with the 
buyer; 

receive payment from the financial agent associated with the buyer; communicate the 
payment to a financial agent associated with the seller; receive notification from the 
seller in response to acceptance of the payment; communicate accounting information 
reflecting settlement of the transaction; and 

monitor activities of the buyer in the purchase transaction to assess whether the buyer 
should continue to be pre-qualified to participate in purchase transactions. 



27. The software of Claim 26, further configured to communicate the order to a financial 
agent associated with the buyer or the seller. 
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30. The software of Claim 26, further configured to communicate the accounting 
information to enterprise resource planning (ERP) functionality associated with the 
buyer or the seller. 

31 . A method, performed at a computer-implemented marketplace, for settling a 
commercial transaction between a buyer and a seller, comprising: 

receiving an order for at least one item from the buyer, the buyer being associated with 
stored participation criteria accessible to the marketplace that specifies one or more 
types of transactions in which the buyer is willing to participate in association with the 
marketplace, the participation criteria indicating that the buyer is willing to participate in 
purchase transactions, the buyer being pre-qualified by the one or more computers to 
enter into the one or more types of transactions specified in the participation criteria for 
the buyer, the order received from the buyer initiating a purchase transaction; 
communicating the order to the seller for fulfillment of the order; receiving notification 
from the seller in response to shipping of the item; receiving notification from the buyer 
in response to acceptance of the item; 

communicating payment instructions to at least one financial agent associated with the 
buyer; 

receiving payment from the financial agent associated with the buyer; communicating 
the payment to a financial agent associated with the seller; 
receiving notification from the seller in response to acceptance of the payment 
communicating accounting information reflecting settlement of the transaction; and 
monitoring by the one or more computers activities of the buyer in the purchase 
transaction to assess whether the buyer should continue to be pre-qualified to 
participate in purchase transactions. 

36. A marketplace for settling a commercial transaction between a buyer and a seller, 
comprising: 

by one or more computers; 
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means for receiving an order for at least one item from the buyer, the buyer being 
associated with stored participation criteria accessible to the marketplace that specifies 
one or more types of transactions in which the buyer is willing to participate in 
association with the marketplace, the participation criteria indicating that the buyer is 
willing to participate in purchase transactions, the buyer being pre-qualified to enter into 
the one or more types of transactions specified in the participation criteria for the buyer, 
the order received from the buyer initiating a purchase transaction; 
means for communicating the order to the seller for fulfillment of the order; means for 
receiving notification from the seller in response to shipping of the item; means for 
receiving notification from the buyer in response to acceptance of the item; 
means for communicating payment instructions to at least one financial agent 
associated with the buyer; 

means for receiving payment from the financial agent associated with the buyer; means 
for communicating the payment to a financial agent associated with the seller; 
means for receiving notification from the seller in response to acceptance of the 
payment means for communicating accounting information reflecting settlement of the 
transaction; and 

means for monitoring activities of the buyer in the purchase transaction to assess 
whether the buyer should continue to be pre-qualified to participate in purchase 
transactions. 

38. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the marketplace is further operated to automatically 
modify the pre-qualification of the at least one participant based on the monitoring of the 
activities of the participant in the ongoing transaction if such modification is determined 
to be appropriate. 

42. The software of Claim 26, further configured to automatically modify the pre- 
qualification of the buyer based on the monitoring of the activities of the buyer in the 
purchase transaction if such modification is determined to be appropriate. 
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The above amendments were approved by Attorney Steven J. Laureanti on 
Wednesday, June 3, 2009 via a telephone conversation with the examiner and SPE 
Charles Kyle. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following are the examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1,13, 25, 26, 31 and 36 recite a marketplace, a method, a system and computer 
software executed by a computer for providing one or more financial transaction 
services to participants in connection with commercial transactions involving the 
participants. US Patent 4,799,156 to Shavit appears to be the closest prior art 
Applicant's claimed inventions. 

However, regarding independent claim 1, Shavit does not disclose participation 
criteria for each participant specifying one or more types of transactions in which the 
participant is willing to participate in association with the marketplace, each participant 
being pre-qualified to enter into the one or more types of transactions specified in the 
participation criteria for the participant as recited in claim 1 . 

Regarding independent claim 13, see the discussion of claiml and Shavit does 
not disclose marketplace operable to monitor as claim 1 describes, or a step of 
monitoring activities of a participant or monitoring activities of a participant to assess 
whether the participant should continue to be pre-qualified to participate in transactions 
of the same type as the ongoing transaction. 

Regarding independent claim 25, Shavit does not disclose a marketplace 
operable to monitor as claim 1 describes, or a step of monitoring activities of a 
participant or monitoring activities of a participant to assess whether the participant 
should continue to be pre-qualified to participate in transactions of the same type as the 
ongoing transaction. 

Regarding independent claim 26, Shavit does not expressly or inherently 
describe a monitoring step or structure to affect such a result. 



Application/Control Number: 09/686,71 1 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3695 

Regarding independent claim 31 , does not expressly or inherently disclose a 
monitoring step as defined in claim 31 for the same reasons regarding independent 
claims 1 and 13. 

Regarding independent claim 36, for the same reason that Shavit did not 
expressly or inherently describe the monitoring means of claim 25, Shavit does not 
expressly or inherently describe the monitoring means of claim 36. 
Dependent claims 2-11, 14-23, 27-30, 32-35 and 37-44 are allowed because of their 
dependence on allowed independent claims 1,13, 25, 26, 31 and 36. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Siegfried Chencinski whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6792. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday, 9am to 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Kyle, can be reached on 571-272-6746. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://portal.uspto.gov/extermal/portal/pair. 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). The following is a LINK to 
PRIVATE PAIR - https://portal.uspto.gov/authenticate/AuthenticateUserLocalEPF.html. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks Washington D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(571)273-8300 [Official communications; including After Final communications 
labeled "Box AF"] 
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or 

(571) 273-6792 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the address found on the above 
USPTO web site in Alexandria, VA. 

/Siegfried E. Chencinski/ 

Art Unit 3695 
June 5, 2009 



/Charles R. Kyle/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3695 



